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been treated from 2/3 = (? 6) multiplied by 25, giving 2/75 = 
(50 150). For 2 divided by 65, 85 and 95, all the unit fractions 
are odd numbers which the scribe tries to avoid. This he cannot 
conveniently do with 65 and 85, but he sees a chance with 95, 
by observing that, 2/19 = (12 76 114), so that multiplying by -- 
5, he has, 2195 = (66 380 570). And with this set of even 
numbers he apparently was satisfied&o that it was here, like 
Homer, he "nodded", not replacing (380 570), by 228. 
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and available information on completion time), proposals and 
questions, and requests for assistance. Annoucements of indi- 
vidual research projects, including theses, are very important 
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HISTORY OF COMBINATORICS 
Norman L. Biggs, E. Keith Lloyd and Robin J. Wilson have 
recently signed a contract with Oxford University Press for a 
book on the history of combinatorics. The plan for the book 
is similar to that of their previous book Graph Theory 1736- 
1936 (reviewed by Frank Harary, HM 4 (1977), 480-481), but 
because of the more extensive nature of the subject, the 
combinatorics book will have to be more selective than the 
graph theory book. Although the main period to be covered will 
probably be 1650-1950 a preliminary chapter will sketch earlier 
developments. 
Readers who have details of little known material relevant 
to this project are invited to write to E. Keith Lloyd, Faculty 
of Mathematical Studies, The University, Southampton, England 
SO9 5NH. 
